STUDIES  IN  A  DYING   CULTURE
fare that tears life in twain. Freudians point to the
psychic phenomena of dreams, hysteric and neurotic
symptoms, obsessions and slips of the pen and tongue
as confirmation of their intricate mythology. The early
scientists could claim the fall of every stone as the
evidence of the mysterious force of gravity and all
phenomena of heat and cold as testimony to the passage
of a mysterious * caloric *. In Freudism * hbido " plays
the part of the mythical * caloric' of eighteenth-century
heat mechanics, or of the * gravity * of Newtonian
physics.
It may be urged with some reason that psychology is
an appropriate sphere for fables and emotive symbolisa-
tion, but this claim withdraws it from the circle of
saence to that of art. It is better to demand that
mythical psychology should exist only in the novel and
that psychology should be a saence. If so, the obliga-
tion falls upon psychoanalysts either to leave any
empirical facts they have discovered in thin air for some
abler mind to fit into a causal scheme, as Newton co-
related Kepler's separate and arbitrary laws of planetary
motion, or else they must clearly exhibit the causality
of their discoveries without recourse to mythological
entities. This Freud and his followers have failed to do.
Thus instead of being causal and materialistic, their
psychology is religious and idealistic. Yet Freud is a
materialist and is clearly aware of the illusory content
of religion. But he is also a bourgeois. This class out-
look affects his psychology through certain implicit
assumptions from which he starts, assumptions that
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